
The 
Bridge

December 2016

monthly magazine for the villages 
of Corsley and Chapmanslade

go to an Ab Fab movie, enjoy a Lite Bites Xmas lunch, enjoy some coffee 
mornings, hear the magnificent Magnificat with the Corsley Festival Choir, 
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Frome Heating Specialists
J L and M W Knight

Heating and plumbing engineers  
specialising in:

Oil and gas boiler servicing
Boiler replacement

Energy management
Pressurised hot water systems

Underfloor heating systems
Frome family business established 1964

Stavanger, Corsley, Nr Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QL

Call 01373 832578

FHS

199876
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Deadline for articles 

or adverts for the next 
issue of The Bridge is 
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Please note that no 
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Articles
Please submit articles either by email to  
viv.thomas146@btinternet.com 
or by hand (legible handwriting please!) 
and take them to the drop-off locations 
at Barters Plant Centre, Chapmanslade, 
or Acres Supply Garden Centre, Corsley 
by the deadline.

News, reports, updates, thank you’s, etc, 
from individuals or local organisations 
are free – the more the merrier – keep 
‘em coming!

File types
Save your files as .doc – please don’t 
send .docx files – I can’t always open 
them successfully. 

Advertising
Small ads are £1 for each item whether 
‘For Sale’ or ‘Wanted’. 
Events/local organisation ads 
(churches, clubs, playgroups, etc) are £2 
per month for a boxed advert. 

Full page ads cost £7.50, are subject 
to space availability and cannot be 
guaranteed, 

If you are advertising, don’t forget to 
take the fee – cash or cheque in a sealed 
envelope please, to either of the drop-
off points (Barters Plant Centre or Acres 
Supply).
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December
Saturday 3rd
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Monday 5th 
Corsley Parish Council Quarterly Meeting – 7.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room
Parochial Church Council – 7.30 pm

Tuesday 6th
Village Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 8th
Corsley WI – 2 pm, Corsley Reading Room, ‘Bring & Share’ Christmas Tea
Cinema Corsley ‘Absolutely Fabulous’ (TBC) – 7 pm for 7.30pm, Corsley Reading Room
Charles Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’ - A Candlelit Ghost Story told by Pip Utton. Tickets 
£10/adult, £5/child, family of 4 £20. Refreshments. Doors open 6.30pm, play starts 7 pm, 
Horningsham Village Hall

DUE TO THE PRINTER’S XMAS BREAK, THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS  
FOR THE JANUARY 2017 ISSUE OF THE BRIDGE IS FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER

Saturday 10th
Little Cuckoo’s Christmas Fayre
Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches - Christmas Coffee Morning –  
10.30 am - 12.30 pm, Godswell Grove Farm, Chapmanslade 
Christmas Fayre – 11.30 am - 2.30 pm, Horningsham School. Hot food, mulled wine, 
Santa’s grotto, Neals Yard, Fruitilicious, Chocoholics and many more gifts ready for 
Christmas. Free entry.
Chapmanslade PTFA Christmas Fayre - refreshments, xmas gifts, stall, children’s crafts, 
special visit from Santa. Free entry – 2-4.30 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall
Frome Inner Wheel presents ‘A Dickens of a Christmas’ – an evening of carols, sketches 
and fun! – 6.30 pm for 7 pm, Saturday 10th December, Chapmanslade Village Hall
Christmas Bingo - festive prizes as well as cash prizes and a great family night out. £9 for 6 
games including all specials. Refreshments served. Doors open 6.30 pm, Eyes down 7 pm, 
Horningsham Village Hall

Sunday 11th
Corsley Festival Choir Concert – ‘Magnificat’ – 7.30 pm, St Margaret’s Church

Wednesday 14th 
Lite Bites Christmas lunch – 12.30 pm, Corsley Reading Room

Diary Dates
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Thursday 15th 
Church and Community Coffee Morning – 10 am – 12 noon, Three Horseshoes, 
Chapmanslade

Sunday 18th
Coffee Drop In - festive coffee morning – 10.30 am - 12 noon, Horningsham Village Hall. 
Drop by for a mince pie and some mulled wine, coffee or tea
Candlelit Carol Service – 5 pm, Whitbourne Chapel

Monday 19th 
Carol Singing in Chapmanslade High Street – 6 pm

Wednesday 21st 
Carol Singing in Birchwood Close and Heathway, Corsley – 6.30 pm

Thursday 22nd 
Frome Rotary and Lions Christmas Float visits Chapmanslade

January
Tuesday 3rd
Village Coffee Morning – 10 am - 12 noon, Corsley Reading Room

Thursday 5th 
Warminster Area Board – 7 pm, Warminster Civic Centre

Saturday 7th
Corsley litter pick – 10 am, meet opposite the Royal Oak

Thursday 12th 
Corsley WI - ‘All in a Day’s Work’ - cookery demonstration – 2 pm, Corsley Reading Room 
Chapmanslade Parish Council – 7.30 pm, Chapmanslade Village Hall
Chapmanslade Loose Women meal at the Three Horseshoes

Diary Dates

Road closure
Temporary closure of Temple (part)

Wiltshire Council has made an Order to 
close temporarily to all traffic Temple (part), 
Corsley; from its junction with Sturford Lane 
for a distance of approximately 30m in a 
southerly direction to enable Wessex Water 
to replace a stop tap.

Alternative route: via Temple (unaffected 
length) – Longhedge – Whitbourne Springs – 
A362 – Sturford Lane and vice versa.

The closure will begin on 23 January 
for three days (depending upon weather 
conditions). Access will be maintained for 
residents and businesses, although delays 
are likely due to the nature of the works.
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Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches
Christmas Services

Sunday 18th 	 Carol Service	 6 pm, St Margaret’s		
		  Join us afterwards for mulled wine and mince pies
Christmas Eve	 Crib Service 	 3.30 pm, St Philip and St James’
 	 Midnight Eucharist	 11.30 pm, St Peter and St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill 
Christmas Day	 Holy Communion 	 9 am, St Mary’s, Temple
	 Family Eucharist 	 10.30 am, St Philip and James’ 
Monday 19th	 Carol Singing	 Chapmanslade High Street. Meet at 6 pm opposite  
		  the Three Horseshoes 
Wednesday 21st	 Carol Singing 	 Birchwood Close and Heathway, Corsley between  
		  7 and 8 pm. Meet at 6.30 pm at The Royal Oak
		  (Fundraising for The Children’s Society)

The Ladies of Frome Inner Wheel
invite you to 

‘A Dickens of a Christmas’
an evening of carols, sketches and fun!

6.30 pm for 7 pm 
Saturday 10th December 

Chapmanslade Village Hall

Tickets £12.50  
from Pam Brewster 01373 465225  

or Jenny Hulbert 01373 832343

Ticket price includes mulled wine or old-fashioned  
lemonade on arrival and a hot, two-course meal

Victorian dress optional 
Bring your own drinks to accompany your meal

In aid of Inner Wheel charities



Bridal gowns and accessories

2 Silver Street
Warminster, BA12 8PS

Please contact us to 
arrange an appointment

t. 01985 217216
e. info@BridebyDesign.biz 
www.bridebydesign.biz

Bride
 by Design

Six bedrooms (sleeps 12) 
Private access onto beach

Pets allowed
Top class facilities including wi-fi  

Rent for week or even long weekend
Downstairs bedroom and shower room

Stunning Coastal Views on 
Cornish Coast near LooeHayter

Mountfi eld
Lawn King
Westwood

Stihl
Honda
Toro
Echo

Husqvarna
Shindalwa

Oregon
and more...

For more info: Sandy Parrish 01373 832522

Getting married? 
Special occasion?
Classic 1960 Hillman Minx Estate car for hire
Chauff eur ~ bows ~ fl owers ~ champagne

Reasonable rates
Please contact Amanda on 

01373 827795 or 07720 673698



ORCHARD 
UPHOLSTERY
Re-upholsteRy of 

antique and modeRn 
fuRnituRe

v fRee estimates v

ColleCtion and 
deliVeRy seRViCe

telephone lesley  
01373 464870

Fully insured and highly trained

For the professional treatment of:
Corns  .  Callus  .  Cracked Heels 
Athletes Foot  .  Fungal Infections 
Thickened Nails  .  In-growing Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care  .  Verrucas 
Nail Cutting  .  Nail Reconstruction   

Contact Sharon on  
01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic appointments at  
12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, BA11 4ND

Home visits also available

Sharon’s Foot Clinic
SAC Dip FHPT SAC Dip FHPP
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Bob’s bafflers

2016 Poppy Appeal Collection
This year Chapmanslade and Corsley coordinated their efforts for the British Legion Poppy 
Appeal and raised the fantastic amount of £2738.96. This amount will increase once we have 
heard how much was raised from gift aid.

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the house to house collections in all 
weathers and to the Royal Oak, the Cross Keys, the Three Horseshoes, the White Hart, Acres 
Supply, Little Cuckoos Nursery and Chapmanslade School. Also to the Parochial Church 
Council of Corsley and Chapmanslade and Chapmanslade Parish Council.

The Royal British Legion not only remembers and honours the sacrifice of those who fought 
and continue to fight in the service of our nation, but also contributes to providing them with 
lifelong care. Therefore every penny raised makes a real difference to the lives of service men 
and women, veterans and their loved ones.

Many thanks to everyone who has helped with the collections and to all of you who gave so 
generously.

Jackie Jasper 
Area Poppy Appeal Organiser

1	 In which game can you literally ‘peg out’? 

2	 Which book is most often stolen from public libraries?

3	 How many sides has a snowflake?

4	 Which breed of dog was originally bred to run alongside stagecoaches? 

5	 What is the country of origin of Marsala wine? 

6	 What sort of animal is a dik dik?

7	 Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow was celebrated by which Tchaikovsky overture? 

8	 Who is the mortal enemy of Captain Pugwash?

9	 Little Rock is the State Capital of which US State?

10	The Statue of Liberty holds a torch in one hand. What is held in the other hand?

11	Seen on a bottle of brandy, what do the letters VSOP stand for?

12	‘Here come dots’ is an appropriate anagram for what? (3 words)

Answers on page 51



Yoga classes
Corsley Reading Room

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm
Wednesdays 5.30-7 pm

(other classes also available)
Jackie Jasper

01373 832301   yogawithjackiej@gmail.com

 Misted glass
 Broken or faulty window hinges

 Faulty locks

Are you having a problem with your UPVC windows or doors?

 Jammed windows or doors
 UPVC door adjustments
 Window and door handles Faulty locks  Window and door handles

Call us – we are here to help 
All work guaranteed

01373 430010   07795 143228   www.upvcrepairswiltshire.co.uk
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News from the Nest
Welcome to this month’s news from  

Corsley Cuckoo’s Preschool in Lyes Green, CorsleyPreschool

Co
rsle

y Cuckoo’s

This term we have been finishing our learning about autumn. We had lots of entries for our 
scarecrow competition and they were all wonderful! Two of the children were chosen for a 
prize, William for the 3-4 year-old category and Pearl for the two year-olds.

Moving towards Christmas! 
Our outdoor Christmas tree is ready for the arrival of our own very own Father Christmas 
who, in true Little Cuckoos style, usually arrives upon a tractor, (but who knows...) at our 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 10th December – please join us for some festive spirit!

Our annual children’s Christmas party will be on Wednesday 14th December. All children 
are invited for much festive fun! 

Our nativity play is at 11.15 am on Friday 16th December at St Margaret’s church to be 
followed by coffee and mince pies at Little Cuckoos. We welcome anyone whom would like 
to join in with our festive celebrations. For many of the children attending Little Cuckoos this 
will be their first experience of a nativity, being dressed as a shepherd, singing, dancing 
and speaking in front of an audience. The nativity celebration is an important part of the 
Little Cuckoos calendar, we feel so lucky and privileged to be able to access St Margaret’s 
church during the festive season

Little Cuckoos Preschool would like to wish all The Bridge readers  
a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Term-time opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Term-time Mother and toddler group: Tuesday 10 am - 11.30 am

For more information, please contact us on 01373 832298
www.littlecuckoos@hotmail co.uk

Order now
for Christmas
Farm fresh, naturally reared  

bronze turkeys and  
free-range Geese

Telephone 01373 832555



Luxury Private Car Hire
a locally based, door-to-door, personal 

service for up to six passengers in  
air conditioned comfort

airPOrtS  •  SeaPOrtS  •  aNyWHere

For bookings, please call
01985 840088       07903 307734

Domestic & Commercial Chimney Services

Andrew Leigh

07545 822109 
westcountrysweep@gmail.com

For your
Heating Oil Supplies

contact

KINCH FUELS
at their

local depot in
Devizes, Wiltshire

Telephone 01380 727102

The company you and
your home will warm to

FENCING

• Repairs to existing fences
• Old fencing removed from site
• Hedges cut
• Small trees felled
For a friendly, cost effective and reliable 
service contact Gerald Gasgoigne on:

07506 373335, 01373 822933
info@wessexgardenfencing.co.uk
www.wessexgardenfencing.co.uk

For children aged 2-5 years 
Weekdays (term time only) from 8 am-5 pm

Please contact Kelly Williams to arrange a   
visit and a free trial session for your child

Breakfast club and after-school club available 
(term time only)

Telephone 07749 257608
busybeespre-school@hotmail.co.uk

Busy Bees 
Pre-School
Chapmanslade

Shake off those pounds and  
dance yourself fit. 

Chapmanslade Village Hall 
Monday 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Longbridge Deverill Village Hall 
Thursday 7pm - 8pm

For all levels of fitness and  
NO experience needed.

For more information please contact  
Amy 07830 119032

Garden Fence Company
Garden fencing supplied and erected

 



Kevin O’Mahony
Quality Painter and Decorator
    Internal and external painting
    Artexing
    Wallpapering
    Coving
    Hand painted kitchen units 

07724 349447 or 01985 301197
email kevo7743@googlemail.com
www.thewarminsterpainter.co.uk

Keep active with physiotherapy
Alison Rossiter MCSP HPC

Chartered Physiotherapist
30 years experience in physiotherapy specialising 
in the treatment of  muscle and joint problems. 
Helping people to improve their health and fitness 
through treatment, exercise and advice.

Home visits can be arranged.

Daytime and evening appointments available.

If  you need help please contact: 
Beckington Physiotherapy 01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk

DAVID EDMUNDS & CO
ACCOUNTANTS & TAX CONSULTANTS

Specialists in the self-employed, small and  
medium business and self  assessment.  

Preparation of  accounts, VAT, PAYE,  
income tax and corporation tax returns.

Personal, friendly service 
Evening appointments by arrangement

Telephone 01225 334447
Home 01373 832430

For Expert Tree Care

Telephone Jon Burgess on

01985 214320

Skilled pruning
Tree felling

Stump removal
Qualified and insured

Free tree health  
survey and quotes

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

Specialist installers of Macadam 
Sports Surfaces with laser technology
•	Tennis	courts
•	Playgrounds
•	Multi-use	games	areas
•	Football,	hockey	& 
cricket	pitches

•	Synthetic	grass
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Cross Keys Inn
Christmas Menu

Starters
Roast parsnip and chestnut soup

Pan fried pigeon breast, wild mushrooms, sautéd spinach & roast hazelnut, hazelnut and dill oil 
Drambuie and treacle cured bass gravadlax, spinach, gnocchi and shellfish oil

u

Main Course
Castle Mead turkey breast stuffed with roast chestnut and apple, wrapped in house bacon  

with all the trimmings
Whole roast local partridge, apricot and pistachio stuffing 
with roasted winter vegetables and Hasselback potatoes

Beef Wellington with roasted winter vegetables and roast potatoes
Sea trout en-croute, crushed new potatoes, roasted winter vegetables and red wine jus

Roast butternut and chestnut risotto

u

Desserts
Christmas pudding with a choice of brandy or white sauce or custard

Belgian dark chocolate fondant and white chocolate custard
Vanilla panna cotta, caramelised pear and apple with shortbread

Christmas cheese and biscuits
Assorted ice creams and sorbets

Two courses £19.99
Three courses £24.95

u

New Year’s Eve
‘Come aboard The Titanic’

Where would you have been when the Titanic sank? Partying, Irish jigging, beer swigging down 
below with Jack, or upstairs dressed to the nines drinking champagne and waltzing with Rose?

Dress the part – prizes for best dressed gentleman and lady
Quiz and music to dance the night away.

Buffet style food to suit all from 3rd to 1st Class
£15.00 per person

Book your passage now! Shelley 01373 832406
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You might hear someone say that a person 
‘has a virus’, meaning they are ill and have 
a temperature. Yet when they go to the 
doctor they are diagnosed with a bacterial 
infection and given antibiotics, which don’t 
work on viruses. So what are the differences 
between bacteria and viruses?

Simply put, bacteria are very small cells. 
They usually contain all the machinery for 
growth and division to give more bacteria. 
Many disease-causing bacteria (such as 
Streptococcus pyogenes, the cause of the 
current outbreak of scarlet fever in the South 
West) can grow and divide outside their 
host. Usually bacterial cells reproduce by 
growing, then splitting into two identical 
‘daughter cells’. In ideal conditions some 

bacteria can do this every 20 minutes. If they 
divide once an hour, each bacterium would 
become nearly 17 million in a day, but 
usually the food supply runs out first. 

In contrast, viruses cannot reproduce 
themselves outside a host. They have 
to infect their host’s cells and use the 
machinery that the host normally uses to 
make its own materials. The simplest viruses 
are a piece of DNA (or a similar molecule 
known as RNA, in ‘flu and Zika viruses, for 
example) surrounded by a protective protein 
coat. The DNA or RNA carries the genetic 
information of the virus and can be copied 
many times; it also provides the information 
to make the virus protein coat. Viruses may 
be produced continually from the infected 

science

Biology: changing the world

Bacteria and viruses: what’s 
the difference?

Illness
Usual cause Antibiotic  

needed?Viruses Bacteria

Cold/runny nose  No

Bronchitis/chest cold (in otherwise healthy children/adults)  No

Whopping Cough  Yes

Flu  No

Strep Throat  Yes

Sore throat (except Strep)  No

Fluid in the middle ear (otitis media with effusion)  No

Urinary Tract Infection  Yes
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Nigel Brown is a retired Professor 
of Microbiology, now living in 
Chapmanslade. Please send 

comments, questions and 
suggestions for future articles to 

nigelbrown48@gmail.com

Chapcap2
Chapmanslade 

Plan update
The Chapmanslade Plan Steering Group have 
been busy through October and November 
reaching out to Chapmanslade residents to 
find all of the topics they would like included 
in the Plan questionnaire. Ben and his staff 
at the Three Horseshoes have been helping 
by allowing us to put up our “Voice of the 
Village” poster and handing out forms for 
you to add your topics. We have had many 
suggestions and contributions which will be 
added to those we have already. Please make 
sure your opinion is heard and talk to your 
neighbours, so that everyone can get involved.

We will be in attendance at the PTFA School 
Christmas Fayre being held at the Village Hall 
on Saturday 10th December at 2 pm; please 
join us there if you can.

Already some projects are beginning to be 
developed and thank you to those who have 
contacted us already, we will be in touch. 
We are receiving help and advice from 
organisations used to working on Parish 
Plans and we now have a treasurer and 
volunteers who can help groups or individuals 
to progress projects or ideas that you would 
like to get involved in. Please contact us if you 
would like to work on project or forward an 
idea. The steering group will continue working 
on the Plan through December and hope to 
have more news in the New Year.

You can contact us by email: plan@
chapmanslade.org.uk or call 01373 832437

Adam Oakley

host cells producing many millions of 
infective virus particles in a day.

Because viruses cannot reproduce 
independently, infection is often 
directly person-to-person, although 
the ‘flu virus and some others can be 
transmitted from surfaces. The highly-
infectious norovirus can be transmitted 
through contaminated food. While 
many bacterial infections, particularly 
those of a “personal” nature may be 
by direct contact, illnesses such as 
food poisoning is usually because 
bacteria have grown and divided in 
stored food so that sufficient bacteria 
are now present to cause an infection. 
For both bacteria and viruses, good 
hygiene and care will minimise the risk 
of infection.

Recently, NHS England has advised 
people with a sore throat to visit their 
pharmacist, to determine whether this 
is due to a bacterial infection and 
antibiotics prescribed, or due to a 
viral infection. This should reduce the 
pressure on GP surgeries this winter.

Traditional

Mole Catcher

07512 681111 

01373 836350



White Horse 
Windows

Windows, Doors, Conservatories and 
more...

Local Company, Exceptional Standards
10 year guarantee

CERTASS Registered
For a Free Quotation call Ryan on
07909 441442 or 01373 302594

Warminster based company offering locksmith and carpentry. 
Police cleared, reliable and honest service.  
Any other quote beaten.
• BS3621 lock upgrades for house insurance approval
• Garage doors, locks and running gear
• Lock repairs – specialising in Chubb mortice locks
• Upvc double-glazed door and window locks fitted – even 

old ones!
• Door or window locks opened destructively or non-

destructively (indemnity required for these services)
• Digital code locks supplied and fitted
• All types of carpentry work – mostly 2nd fix and 

maintenance
Check out my website
www.keyvolution.co.uk
or call Ben on 07748 214799 or 01985 219799

Chapmanslade Village Hall
Can be hired for all your functions: 

parties, weddings, meetings, classes, etc
For hiring information, phone  

Ken Davies 01373 832034 or email 
chapmansladehall@blueyonder.co.uk

Allsop Carpets & Flooring
Domestic  u  Commercial  u  Industrial

Christchurch Street West, Frome BA11 1EB
Tel: 01373 463866  Mobile: 07887 953014

www.allsopcarpets.co.uk

Windows     Fascia & Guttering
Doors     Conservatories

7 Whitworth Road 
Marston Trading Estate 

Frome, BA11 4BY

t. 0845 2416115 
m. 07767 401270

colinb@thornburysports.co.uk 
www.thornburysports.co.uk

•	Macadam	surfacing
•	Block	paving
•	Resin	bonded	surfacing
•	Coloured	Macadams

nickcranston@acertreesurgeons.co.uk
www.acertreesurgeons.co.uk
01373 832026 or 07590 986261
85 High Street, Chapmanslade
•	FREE	advice	and	quotes	from	a	friendly,	professional	and	
accredited	company	fully	insured	and	Council	approved

•	We	are	highly	skilled	and	qualified	to	undertake	all	tree	work	
from	fruit	tree	pruning	to	technical	dismantling	of	huge	tree	
structures	near	buildings	as	well	as	hedge	trimming	and	care

•	We	also	sell	logs!



JONATHAN CORP
Painter and Decorator 

General House Maintenance
Sturford Mead Farm, Corsley 

Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 7QU 
01373 832213

Range Cooker Servicing

T A P Services
Telephone/Fax 01373 463106

www.tapservices.co.uk
Authorised Stanley Service Agent

Postlebury News
R Gould – Newsagent

All papers and magazines
Home delivery service

01749 850556       07979 452677

Opening Hours

 Mon to Sat 9 - 5 (March to October)
 Mon to Sat  9 - 4.30 (November to February)
 Sun  10 - 4  (March to June + December)

Just off A36 in Chapmanslade, Wilts, BA13 4AL
01373 832694          www.barters.co.uk
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Corsley Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Chairman, Neil Britten, rounds up the November activities of the PC

Broadband is the flavour of the month and 
the PC dedicated two consecutive meetings 
on the 27th October to the subject. The 
first was an occasional meeting to discuss 
and agree how the PC might offer financial 
support to the funding required to pay 
for those areas of Corsley left out of the 
Government (BDUK) funded programme 
and the second was a meeting of the Len 
White Fund trustees, the Parish Councillors, 
to explore whether this fund could also 
contribute.

As a reminder, the areas which are not yet 
in the programme are the environs of St 
Margaret’s Church, all of Lyes Green, Court 
Lane, Deep Lane and Cley Hill Lane. All the 
remaining post codes in Corsley are covered 
by the BDUK funded programme. The areas 
left out are referred to below as the ‘gap’.

Occasional meeting

As indicated in last months brief, the Parish 
Council can use precept funding to support 
such projects as the broadband gap, since it 
has “..direct benefit to the area or part of the 
area or to some or all of the inhabitants.” 
(Section 137 of the Local Government 
Act 1972). The amount is capped at a set 
figure per elector which for Corsley adds 
up to just over £4k. The proposal to donate 

this amount to the broadband project, 
via Corsley Broadband Project Ltd (CBP), 
from this year’s precept, was unanimously 
agreed.

Because of this decision and, taken in 
conjunction with the usual unavoidable 
administrative costs and contributions to 
reserves set up to fund such items as Old 
School car park maintenance and provision 
for bus stop replacement in the future, it 
is likely that the balance remaining for 
donations to other village organisations will 
be reduced this year. 

Potential additional means of donating 
precept money to CBP, in future years, under 
other spending powers, or possibly through 
a third party organisation were debated, but 
these all carry uncertainty of their legitimacy 
as well as potential financial risk. No 
decisions were made on these possibilities, 
except to seek legal advice as soon as 
possible. The timescale of the project was 
such that no decisions would be required 
on any further PC contribution until early in 
the New Year, when the full extent of CBP’s 
fund raising efforts would be known and the 
precept bid for 2017/18 will be due. 

Len White Fund

The PC are sole trustees of the Len White 

community news

www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk
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Fund, which was set up to help Corsley 
primary school-aged children or, in the 
event of Corsley School closing, “….then for 
the benefit of the children living in Corsley 
between the ages of five and eleven years 
for educational purposes as the full Corsley 
Parish Council shall see fit.” Two items were 
discussed, a bid for a grant to help two 
Corsley children with particular educational 
needs and a proposal to liquidate the fund 
and donate the proceeds to the broadband 
project.

The received bid was for funding for a 
lap-top to be used by the children both at 
home and at school. The lap-top would 
be managed by their school. This bid was 
unanimously approved.

The proposal to liquidate the remaining fund 
and donate the proceeds to the broadband 
project was rejected. 

Other than the bid approved at the meeting, 
just one bid for spending from the Fund 
had been received within the memory of the 
longest serving councillor, despite publicity 
and advertising in the last two years in The 
Bridge to try and encourage interest. There 
was disagreement as to whether spending 
on the broadband project was proper use 
of the fund, since this would not be directed 
solely at children in the required category 
and would benefit a much wider audience. It 
could also be regarded as, effectively, giving 
the money to BT Openreach and once the 
fund was exhausted, the original intention 
of the donors to the fund could no longer 
be met. Trustees had a legal duty to ensure 
that the intentions of the Fund were upheld. 
It was also felt that the wording of the Fund 
document was such that, unless any decision 
was unanimous, it could not be allowed. 

Other ways in which the Fund could be 
used to assist with the broadband project 
were debated, in particular the possibility 

of donation on the condition that the PC 
restored the balance from the precept over 
an agreed period. There was sufficient time 
before a decision needed to be made to 
allow undertake further investigation on this 
possibility and this was agreed. 

Broadband progress

At the time of writing, progress on Corsley 
broadband is generally good.

As far as the funded scheme is concerned, 
two new FTTC cabinets have been installed, 
one at Lane End and one on the triangle at 
Corsley Heath. The Lane End cabinet will 
supply Lane End south of the A362, part of 
Dertford and Norton Common. The Corsley 
Heath cabinet, in conjunction with a third 
cabinet, yet to be installed, will supply the 
Heath area, Birchwood Close, the A362 
east of the Heath and south of the A362 
to Whitbourne Moor and Springs, Temple, 
Longhedge, Sturford and Knapps Gate. The 
two newly installed cabinets are expected 
to go live in the first quarter of next year; 
the third cabinet, to be located at the top of 
Deep Lane, should be installed in the same 
time-frame, but depends on the electricity 
company installing the required power 
supplies. The two new cabinets at Lane 
End and the Heath can be commissioned 
independently from the Deep Lane cabinet. 

Fundraising efforts for the gap are going 
well. The cost for this part of the project 
has been confirmed by BT Openreach 
after survey as £36.2k, as has the BT 
Community fibre project grant funding for 
half this amount. The PC and potential Len 
White inputs have been described above 
and there have been generous pledges 
from the Elizabethan Evening Committee, 
local businesses (particularly Longleat) and 
many individual households. In addition 
an application has been made by CBP to 
the Prince’s Trust, the outcome of which will 



01985 841461 or 07775 755981

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN  
OF OIL BOILERS

also AGA and RAYBURN

Competitive rates

Friendly, helpful and efficient

Call now for a quote

Childminder
Ofsted registered

Full and part time. Before and after school
Holiday spaces available

Pick-up and drop-off offered
Call 01373 832854 or 07883 025476

d.m.rawlings@outlook.com

Domestic Appliance Sales and Repair Service

Domesticare
21 Keyford, Frome

www.domesticarefrome.co.uk
01373 467351

Clean-it
Carpet and upholstery cleaning specialist

01373 462059  07779 247961  www.clean-it.biz
Home ~ Private ~ Lettings

Recommended by

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps



The Bridge December 2016  |  23www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

not be known until just before Christmas. 
The pledges so far received which mean 
that we expect, at worst, to have to raise an 
additional £3.5k or so from householders. A 
decision on how to complete the fundraising 
will be taken when the outcome of the 
Prince’s Trust application is known, but the 
general principle will be to try and spread 
the cost as widely as possible across the 
village both to reduce amount of each 
individual contribution required and to 
spread the burden as far as possible across 
the village.

A draft contract for the gap is expected by 
the end of the year, and the aim will be to 
have all the funds in place before the end of 
January to allow the contract to be placed. 
On that basis BT Openreach’s aim is to get 
the gap work completed by the end of next 
year. 

Please note that contributions to January’s 
edition of The Bridge are required early, 
9th December, and there is unlikely to be 
much more broadband progress to report by 
that date. However, the Corsley Broadband 
website (http://hdwebsites.wixsite.com/
broadband) will be kept up-to-date and you 
can also, and are encouraged to, make a 
pledge through this site. 

Future Meetings

Quarterly Meeting� 5th December

There may be occasional meetings at short 
notice; please watch the village notice 
boards.	

Neil BRITTEN
Chairman 

01373 832515/07810 764714
neil.britten@btinternet.com

Thank You! 
Last Christmas, 1.1 million children from 12 countries across the world 
received a special shoebox gift thanks to the commitment of supporters and 
volunteers across the UK.

One headmistress in Kosova greeted the shoebox distribution team warmly. She said: “The 
shoeboxes bring kindness and some warm light into the lives of our children. Some of them 
have huge emotional needs, and who can meet these? They need love so much. This is real 
friendship, and we appreciate it!”

So whether you packed one or more shoeboxes, drove a van to collect hundreds of shoeboxes 
or organised a warehouse with thousands of shoeboxes, we at Samaritan’s Purse want to join 
with them to say thank you too. 

These are the countries we sent shoeboxes to in 2011 from the UK...
Azerbaijan���������������������������������������� 7,309
Belarus����������������������������������������� 273,234
Bosnia ������������������������������������������� 72,948
Haiti ������������������������������������������������ 6,688
Kenya �������������������������������������������� 15,433
Kosova������������������������������������������� 28,496
Kyrgyzstan��������������������������������������� 81,738
Liberia�������������������������������������������� 63,340

Montenegro������������������������������������ 20,585
Mozambique����������������������������������� 14,744
Romania��������������������������������������� 155,236
Serbia������������������������������������������ 109,931
Swaziland �������������������������������������� 72,047
Ukraine (Crimea)��������������������������� 110,847
Ukraine (Kiev)��������������������������������� 47,741



Little Cuckoos Pre-School,             
Lyes Green, Corsley,BA12 7QH.

Friendly, dedicated pre-school in the heart of the 

countryside for children aged 2-5 years. 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9am-3pm 

during Term-Times.

Now accepting 2 year old funding in accordance

with Wiltshire Council Guidelines.

Mother and Toddler group Tuesday mornings 

(Term-Time 10am-1130am).

SESSIONS AVAILABLE NOW 

Speak to Hayley McMahon, Playleader on 01373 832298. 

Find us on facebook and visit www.littlecuckoos.co.uk. 

A free trial session is available.

Registered Charity Number 1064800

New members welcome –  
all ages, all abilities

Three hard courts available all year
Weekly junior coaching available 

Low subscriptions
Contact either  

Sue Newell 01373 825560
Rebecca Bennett 07974 796468 

www.corsley-tennis.uk

Corsley  
Tennis Club

Chris Seviour
Building Services

Roofing, Loft conversions,
Extensions, Plastering,
Natural stonework

cmseviour@gmail.com

07894 708949

01373 832406
www.facebook.com/CrossKeysInnCorsley

Contact Sean
07828 671566

For your garden maintenance  
and home improvements

S B Services

Cross Keys 
Community Free House

Lyes Green, Corsley, BA12 7PB

Homecooked food available from 
 12pm - 2pm and 6pm - 9pm

Open all day on Sundays with  
food served from 12pm - 4pm



Dear Friends,

I am writing this letter for December in the middle of November when it is not even 
Advent, let alone Christmas, which feels a bit weird to be honest. But never mind, like 
many other people I would imagine, I am already planning what we are going to eat 
over the festive period and spending days off cooking varying items to stash away in 
the freezer; two chocolate roulades, white chocolate torte, bags of tiffin, bread sauce, 
cranberry sauce, red cabbage, carrots and parsnips and Christmas cake ticked off. Mince 
pies, marzipan and icing are still on the list plus a meal or two for when I’m busy. This 
Christmas will be a very special one as all of our family will be together as both our 
daughters and their respective partner and husband will be here from New York and 
Spain as well as our two sons and their partners who live in this country Well, actually 
the daughter in Spain has been teaching at a university in Tokyo for 4 months but that’s 
another story.

To be honest I find this letter very difficult to write; on the one hand I love all the 
preparation and yes, as I’ve said, the prospect of having all of my children with me 
for Christmas is wonderful, but lurking in there somewhere are rather more painful 
associations. No family is perfect and mine is just as messy and difficult as everyone 
else’s with memories of times when someone has been in a bad mood, times when long 
buried but simmering tensions have erupted and spilled over into what should be, if we 
believe all the glossy magazines tell us, ‘your most wonderful Christmas ever.’

And then there are those for whom Christmas is just plain awful: the lost, the lonely, 
the bereaved, the homeless and mentally ill, those for whom the word ‘family’ is an 
anathema. Those who have no country to call their own, never mind a home. What 
has Christmas got to do with this? Christmas comes into our world as it is in all its 
messy, terrible, brokenness to give us Emmanuel, God with us, to tell us that whatever 
happens, however deep the darkness, it will not overcome the light. Christmas comes to 
you and me as we are in all our human frailty because God loves us, as we are. Whether 
the Christmas story is literally true or not is beside the point, because it alerts us to a 
greater truth; as Aslan said in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, ‘there is a deeper 
magic.’ A magic more powerful than human sin and death that nothing can destroy.

So as I make those mince pies I’ll be praying for you all and especially for those of you 
for whom the season is particularly difficult this year. I pray that whether you are busy 
stirring the gravy and looking after those you love, or with us in church, that the spark 
of God’s presence will be real for you this Christmas.

May the peace and joy of Christmas be yours.

With love and prayers,

Pauline

	 Seven Open Doors

CORSLEY AND CHAPMANSLADE CHURCHES PARISH NEWSLETTER

www.cleyhillchurches.org



December Church Diary

Sunday 4th December: Second Sunday of Advent
8 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: 1662 BCP H Communion

9.30 am at St Margaret’s, Corsley: Eucharist
10.30 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Christingle

v

Tuesday 6th December
After Alpha Home Group
7.30 pm at 93 Lyes Green

v

Saturday 10th December
Christmas Coffee Morning with 50/50 Club Draw

10.30 am to 12.30 pm at Godswell Grove Farm, Chapmanslade

v

Sunday 11th December: Third Sunday of Advent
9.30 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Messy Church Advent

10.30 am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: Eucharist
11 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: Matins

v

Wednesday 14th December
Church & Community Christmas Lunch 

Donations in aid of the Children’s Society.
Please don’t forget to book your place!! 

12.30 pm to 1.30 pm at Corsley Reading Rooms

v

Thursday 15th November
Church & Community Coffee Morning

10 am to 12 noon at Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade

v

Sunday 18th December: Fourth Sunday of Advent
10.30 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: Eucharist

6 pm at St Margaret of Antioch, Corsley: Carol Service
Join us for mulled wine and mince pies for all.

6 pm at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: Carol Service



Monday 19th December
Carol Singing in Chapmanslade High Street 

Donations for the Children’s Society
Meet outside the Three Horseshoes, Chapmanslade at 6 pm

v

Wednesday 21st December
Carol Singing around Corsley. Please listen out for carol singers in  

Birchwood Close and Heathway between 7 pm and 8 pm.  
Carol singers to meet at 6.30 pm opposite the Royal Oak  

to start our singing around Corsley 
Donations for the Children’s Society

v

Saturday 24th December: Christmas Eve
3.30 pm at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Crib Service
4 pm at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Crib Service

11.30 pm at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Midnight Mass

v

Sunday 25th December: Christmas Day
9 am at St Mary’s, Temple, Corsley: 1662 BCP Holy Communion

9.30 am at St Mary the Virgin, Kingston Deverill: Eucharist
10.30 am at St Philip & St James’, Chapmanslade: Family Eucharist

11.15 am at St Peter & St Paul’s, Longbridge Deverill: Christmas Worship

Sunday 1st January: Second Sunday of Christmas
10.30 am at St Michael the Archangel, Brixton Deverill: Benefice Eucharist

Baptisms, Wedding Congratulations & Farewells

Our prayers and sympathies are extended to the family of Clive Michael, High Street, 
Chapmanslade whose funeral was held at the Bath Crematorium on 2nd November.

Remembrance Sunday

Both Chapmanslade and Corsley churches were well attended for the annual Remembrance 
Services. At Chapmanslade we welcomed the Brownies and Guides complete with their flags 
and escorts. We are very pleased to report that from the collections we added Gift Aid and a 
top-up sum and a cheque for £700 has been handed over to the local co-ordinator for the 
Royal British Legion.



Rural Dean	 Rev Pauline Reid	 01985 841290 
	 revpauline@btinternet.com
Lay Pastoral Assistants	 Richard Dean	 01373 832594 
	 Barbara Hughes	 01373 832273 
	 Claire Tanner	 01985 218099
Pastoral Visitor	 Alan Hopkinson 	 01373 832393
Churchwarden	 John Helliar	 01373 832803  
Deputy Churchwardens 
St Margaret’s	 Judith Helliar	 01373 832803 
St Mary’s	 Harcourt Gough	 01373 832039 
St Philip & St James’	 Janet Aylesbury	 01373 832752
PCC Secretary	 Phil Jefferson	 01373 832845
PCC Minute Secretary	 Sue Fear	 01373 832074
PCC Treasurer	 Keith Muston 	  01373 832755
Planned Giving Officer	 Judith Helliar 	  01373 832803

Messy Advent Communion Service

Our Messy Harvest Service was a tremendous success and the church at Chapmanslade 
was filled with people all ages having great fun. We shall be holding a Messy Advent Service 
on Sunday December 11th to which everyone is invited. From around 9.30am there will 
be activities for all, and from around 10.15am there will be a shortened family friendly 
communion service. The service will be followed by drinks and cakes. If you have not been to 
a Messy Church before why not come along and dip your toe in the water.

Fundraising

Our Christmas Coffee Morning this year will be on Saturday 10th December from 10.30am 
to 12.30am and we will be returning to Godswell Grove Farm. The Coffee Morning was a 
great success last year and we hope that you will come and join us for a cup of coffee and be 
tempted to buy something! At the Christmas Coffee Morning we will have the Christmas Draw 
for the 50/50 club. There will be ten prizes ranging from £200 to £25 in cash. Membership 
costs £24 per year and if you want to be included in the Christmas draw please contact 
either Neil Britten or Keith Muston as soon as possible. If you are already a member you are 
not limited to a single membership – you can enter as many times as you wish!! The more 
members the bigger the prize pot!!

We are holding another Auction on February 4th at Chapmanslade Village Hall. This year 
some of the auctions will be silent , but some will be auctioned by the irrepressible Dennis 
Barnard. Please start thinking about what you might be able to offer to go into the Auction. 
There will be a hot meal and soft drinks available but please bring your own beers or wine. As 
on previous occasions it is likely to be fully subscribed so please buy your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment!! Tickets and further details available from any PCC member or member of 
the Fundraising Committee.



Ski Apartment – French Alps
Ski in/ski out – sleeps 6

Well equipped – immaculate condition
For more information or to book online visit:
w. www.ski-les-cimes.co.uk 
f.  facebook.com/ski.les.cimes
e. lesleygolledge@gmail.com
t. 01373 832533

Precious Paws Grooming Studio
 Luxurious mobile grooming  
 service for cats and dogs 

Grooming, Bathing, Handstripping, Clipping 
and Microchipping       City & Guilds Qualified 

Contact Alison on 
07887 721418 or 01985 510115

Hypnotherapy
If you need help with:

Anxiety
Depression

Phobias (such as flying or spiders)
Panic attacks

Relaxation
Weight management

Smoking cessation
Natural childbirth

Confidence
Public speaking

Exam nerves
and much, much more...

Call ANJI HOLLAND on 
07944 647 978 / 01373 832 898 

to enquire or just for a chat

www.hollandhypnotherapy.com

With practices in Chapmanslade and Bath

I am a member of the National Council for Hypnotherapists  
and am bound by their code of practice and ethics

npv plumbing
           heating&

07738 940355
www.plumbersfrome.co.uk

Installation  •  Servicing  •  Repairs
Bathroom and tiling specialists

All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Our fully qualified plumbers offer all general 
plumbing services from boilers to bathrooms. 

We will gladly advise clients on the most suitable 
products for their property – be it heating 

systems, boilers, radiators, bathrooms or showers.

J&C Voyageurs organises individually tailored African 
holidays for those looking for something special, memorable 
and away from the crowds. We will incorporate your distinct 
wishes and aspirations, with no detail overlooked, so that 
you are able to relax completely.

We have a passion for Africa and conservation of its wildlife, 
peoples and incomparable scenery. With over 20 years’ 
experience exploring Africa and putting outstanding African 
holidays together, we can discuss hundreds of safari lodges, 
camps, beaches and city hotels with first-hand knowledge.

Telephone 01373 832111       
Email mail@jandcvoyageurs.com       
www.jandcvoyageurs.com

Individually tailored holidays  
for the very best in African travel



Corsley WI welcomed several visitors to the 
November meeting, for an audio-visual 
presentation on the National Trust Ireland by 
Philip Walker. In fact Philip showed photos 
of magnificent houses and gardens from 
all over the UK and also included some 
close-up images of oystercatchers, curlews, 
gannets and other wildlife, gained after 
much patience and persistence, filming on 
windy cliff-tops! 
Philip began his film with Mount Stewart in 
County Down, a neo-classical house with 
its celebrated gardens and its red squirrels, 
followed by, amongst others, Peckover 
House in Wisbech, a town house with a 
walled garden, Lyme Park in Cheshire, 
a large estate with a deer park and the 
enchanting Mottistone Gardens on the Isle 
of Wight. Philip had special permission 
to photograph some gardens which are 
not open to the general public; his one 
regret was that he was only allowed to 
film the lovely gardens and not the interior 
of Clandon Park, a Palladian mansion 
in Surrey, as the building has since been 
ravaged by fire. Val Sandoe gave the vote 
of thanks. The competition for members for 
a green item was won by Mandy Bain, with 
Hilary Vallis second and Val Sandoe third.
Carol Seward gave a report of the recent 
Annual Council Meeting of the Wiltshire 
Federation at which David Hempleman-
Adams was the main speaker and the 
various sub-committees of the Federation 

had given details of forthcoming events in 
2017. 
Why not come and join us? We are a 
friendly group, so just come and visit us at 
any of our meetings, held on the second 
Thursday of the month, at the Corsley 
Reading Room. The exact times are 
mentioned in this monthly WI meeting report 
and also in The Bridge Diary Dates or you 
can ring Carol Seward on 01373 832446. 
January is always a good time to join the 
Womens’ Institute as it is the beginning of 
the new subscription year!
If you would like to learn bridge, beginners 
are very welcome and anyone over 18 can 
come. If you are interested in the Bridge, 
Gardening or Lunch Clubs, please contact 
Pauline Scott on 01985 215760 for further 
details as the venues vary each month.
The meeting on Thursday 8th December 
is a ‘Bring & Share’ Christmas Tea for 
members only in the Reading Room starting 
at 2 pm. Remember to bring your gift-
wrapped present costing £2 for the Secret 
Santa! The competition is for a teapot.
The first meeting in the new year will be on 
Thursday 12th January 2017, beginning 
at 2 pm in the Reading Room at Corsley, 
when there will be a cookery demonstration 
by Val Vincent, entitled “All in a Day’s 
Work”. The competition is for an apron. 

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year to you all!

Corsley WI

November News

Everyone is very welcome to join us for the following activities:
Bridge Club	 First and third Tuesdays each month, 2-4pm, various venues
Coffee Morning	 First Tuesday each month, 10-12noon, Corsley Reading Room
Gardening Club	 Third Wednesday each month, venues as per club programme
Lunch Club	 Last Tuesday of the month, 12.30pm, various venues
More details on the Gardening Club and Bridge Club from Pauline on 01985 215760
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Corsley litter 
pickers

Corsley and Chapmanslade Churches
You are cordially invited to our

Christmas  
Coffee Morning
10.30 am to 12.30 pm, Saturday 10th December

Godswell Grove Farm, Chapmanslade

by kind permission of Andrew and Annie Campbell

Christmas-themed Bring and Buy
Stalls: Barty’s, Phoenix Trading, Pearl’s Designs

50/50 Club Draw
Raffle

Admission £2 (to include coffee and mince pies)

Chapmanslade 
Loose Women 
The January meeting of Chapmanslade 
Loose Women will be a meal at the Three 
Horseshoes on Thursday 12th January.

This is open to all ladies – we are an 
open group. If you would like to join us 
please contact Carol Lewis on 832875 or 
email carlew@hotmail.co.uk

We meet opposite the Royal Oak at 
10am on the first Saturday of each 

month. Our next ‘pick’ is on 
Saturday 3rd December – do come along 

and help keep our village beautiful. 

Cath Aylesbury and Sue Taylor



   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Domestic Cleaning
Commercial Cleaning
Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
One-off spring cleans
Trauma Cleaning
Builders’ Clean
Garden Maintenance
House and Garden Clearance

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps
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Part Time Book-keeper/PA
Experienced Book-keeper/PA required for a variety of  admin and secretarial duties.
We are a heritage property company based in a stunning country house estate, near 
Westbury. 
You will need to be analytical, computer literate, self-motivated and well organised. 
Experience in Sage preferable but not essential. 12-16 hours a week. 
Email CV to sam@heywoodhouse.com or call 01373 824838.

   JOHN E S JONES

  GENERAL 
  BUILDER

Carpentry, painting and 
decorating, extensions, uPVC, 

facias and gutters, fencing, 
decking and patios

Also general repairs

Telephone 01373 832600

Mobile 07074 832600

Chapmanslade Motor Services
Vehicle repair
and servicing

Brake 
specialist

Batteries
Exhausts

Tyres

MOT preparation 
and repairs

Quality service at competitive rates

FREE ~ wheel balancing and tracking with new tyres
FREE ~ courtesy car

Electronic diagnostics available – most makes covered

Green Farm Industrial Estate, Chapmanslade 01373 832188 or 07711 256927

Domestic Cleaning
Commercial Cleaning
Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning
One-off spring cleans
Trauma Cleaning
Builders’ Clean
Garden Maintenance
House and Garden Clearance
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Christmas doesn’t just have to be inside; decorate 
your garden to make it feel Christmassy too

from the potting shed

It’s time to get...

Festive in the garden

A few tips for giving your garden a festive 
makeover :
•	Hang coloured or plain outdoor lights on 

your trees to brighten up the garden
•	Plant conifer or buxus pyramids either side 

of your front door in pots and decorate 
them using pine cones, ribbons and dried 
fruit

•	Get the children involved and decorate 
statues using ribbon and old scarves

•	Use red cyclamen and white hyacinths to 
plant up a pot or tub

•	Purchase or make yourself a holly wreath 
to hang on your door or garden gate and 
bring a smile to all your visitors’ faces.

Bring your garden indoors!
•	Use red dogwood or twisted hazel stems 

from the garden and place them in a clear 

vase, using pebbles to hide the bases. To 
finish the centrepiece off, drape fairy lights 
over the stems

•	If you’re having a real Christmas tree this 
year, remember to cut off the base and 
place the tree in a stand that holds water 
to prevent the needles from dropping. 
The best-selling non-drop trees are blue 
Nordmanns – perfect for indoors and a 
great touch to your Christmas decorations

•	Create a colourful centrepiece by filling a 
clear glass bowl or vase with epsom salts. 
Add a layer of bright red berries and then 
fill the vase with fresh greens.

From everyone here at the garden centre, we 
wish you a very merry Christmas.

Kaylee Evans 
Acres Supply Garden Centre



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Do you need 
a Plumber? 

c 

Paul Antell Plumbing  
 

07890 366832  
01373 467427 

 
Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 

www.paulantellplumbing.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Call 
 

CHANTRY CONSTRUCTION
stone walling  •  patios

drives  •  extensions
prompt reliable service

mini digger and driver for hire

01373 836787      07855 343388

Forget-me-not
• GARDENING SERVICE •
Weeding, pruning, planting, 

fence painting, etc
01373 464416                07890 850465

;

  

;

Do you need a
plumber?  Call...

Paul Antell Plumbing
07890 366832
01373 467427

Professional, reliable, friendly and local
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk

&TEA sympathy
Considerate catering at a difficult time



All our technicians are  
OFTEC registered and approved

Call us on 01935 473302 for an instant 
quote or visit www.darchoil.com, fill out 
the form and one of our team will call 
you back during office hours

• Boiler servicing on-demand or as part 
of a Contract Service Agreement

• Servicing of oil, commercial and 
domestic boilers undertaken

• Group discounts available on request – 
call us for information

Call us on 01935 473302 or  
email info@darchoil.co.uk  

for more information

www.darchoil.com

BOILER SERVICING & REPAIR

Computer 
       problems?
PC and Apple repairs
Virus removal
iPad repairs
Tuition

Frometech
01373  

470170
www.frometech.co.uk

Rose Knight
House sitting and 

dog and cat minding 
service

01373 464904   
07773 435254

knight_rosemary@sky.com

EVERGREEN 
GARDEN SERVICES

Garden maintenance and landscaping, 
lawns, strimming, hedging, pruning 
long and short term maintenance, 

patios fencing, turf and seeding.

Over 20 years experience in 
horticulture, landscaping and estate 

management.

Contact Ben Hale
01373 825495
07879 492283



Cinema Corsley 
Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie
7.30 pm, Thursday 8th December (doors open 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start)

We have had three great fi lms so far this winter, Golden Years, The Man Who Knew Infi nity 
and Love and Friendship. Fun fi lms, great atmosphere, many glasses of wine and lots of ice 
cream! Thank you to everyone who came in November and helped us by voting for future 
fi lm choices. We have sent on all your requests and will hear back from Moviola later in 
the month. There are some fantastic fi lms to look forward to – we’re spoilt for choice! Look 
in the January Bridge to see what our spring program will be. 

Appropriate for their big screen debut, Edina and Patsy are still oozing glitz and glamour, 
living the high life they are accustomed to: shopping, drinking and clubbing their way 
around London’s trendiest hotspots. 

Blamed for a major incident at an uber fashionable launch party, they become entangled 
in a media storm and are relentlessly pursued by the paparazzi.

Fleeing penniless to the glamorous playground of the super-rich, the French Riviera, they 
hatch a plan to make their escape permanent and live the high life forever more!

It’s scatty, scrappy, fun and totally OTT, just like the characters themselves. 

Lumley is a blast as Patsy with her deadpan snarl and Saunders is fabulously silly as Edina, 
who still dresses like a hyperactive fi ve-year-old let loose with a fashion show dressing-up 
box.

Tickets will be available from Acres Supply. Doors open at 7pm so you can 
enjoy a pre-show glass of “Bolly”, for a truly Ab Fab vibe, of course. There’s 
also tea, coffee, ice cream and mince pies! See you there Darling! (Dressing 
up optional)
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Light Bites 

12.30 pm, Wednesday 14th December, Corsley Reading Room

Please do come and join us for turkey and all the trimmings!

If you would like to come, please call Maureen on 01373 832171 as numbers are limited

All charitable donations will go to the Children’s Society

Christmas Lunch



Another year has nearly gone, it seems no time at all.
Too many things for us to do to manage to recall.
Our tower is no exception, we’ve rung to every call,
Practice, weddings, service, dear Gordie’s funeral.
We still have help from others to boost our band each week
We also ring with them at their’s to make sure the bells speak. 

Our learners are progressing, their teacher’s learning too
With time from Peter Baker, my mentor and friend, who
Comes over every Monday night to guide me all the way
To help them ring with safety and keep the faults at bay.
By next year all the work they do will reap deserved rewards,
They’ll join us in our practice and on Sundays afterwards.

We plan again to ring the bells at New Year at midnight.
I’m gathering a band of friends to join in this delight.
If you fancy coming to the church and in the tower to see,
We’d be most pleased to see you saying ‘Welcome!’ happily.
We have a small libation and nibbles whilst we chat
What more pleasant time together could we think of than just that!
	 Marion Moldon
	 01373 832672
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around the villages

Ring the changes with 
Campanology News

INDOOR ‘CAR BOOT’ SALE
10 am - 1 pm, Saturday 18th February
Grab a bargain at our cosy INDOOR ‘Car Boot’ 
Sale

Sell your unwanted Christmas presents or clear out 
your loft and make some money in the new year!

Entry 50p, tables £3 each

Only a limited number of tables so book yours 
now! Call Vanessa on either 01373 832700 or 
07740 468003

DUE TO THE PRINTER’S 
XMAS BREAK, THE 

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

JANUARY 2017 ISSUE OF 
THE BRIDGE IS  

FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER
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community news
Chapmanslade Parish Council

Parish Council Briefing
Phil Jefferson reports on the parish council’s activities in November

The parish council met on 17th November. 
We were joined by seven residents.

Longleat

Bob Montgomery, CEO of Longleat Estates, 
had asked if could come to our meeting 
to share with us some of the estate’s future 
development plans. In the event, he was 
unable to join us as he had been called to 
business meetings in the USA. However, 
Geoffrey Wheating, who works closely with 
him on these plans, came in his place.

We learned that Longleat currently has one 
million visitors a year. The aim is to increase 
this to 1.2 million. The estate’s business 
plan has changed considerably following the 
recent change of management, with a move 
away from becoming something of a theme 
park. The emphasis is now on attracting 
visitors by staging prestigious events: the 
Elton John concert and the current Festival 
of Light, for example. We were told that 
Longleat proposes to build a large hotel 
and conference centre as part of its aim to 
increase attendance. 

Mr Wheating answered questions from the 
parish council and residents present at our 
meeting. We recognised the positive aspects 
of the estate’s plans i.e. more employment 
for local people, but some were concerned 
about the likelihood of increased traffic 
congestion because of the proposed 
expansion. No doubt we will hear much 
more about Longleat’s plans in the coming 
months.

A new plan for Chapmanslade – 
Chapcap 2

Adam reported that the steering committee 
has now begun to meet. Lots of positive 
ideas and suggestions are being put forward 
about how to make Chapmanslade an even 
better place to live. Adam mentioned that 
Ben, landlord of The Three Horseshoes, 
has been most helpful in displaying in 
the pub the chart summarising the issues 
raised at our September meeting and by 
placing response sheets on the tables in 
the restaurant for residents and visitors 
to let us know which issues we should be 
considering. Shortly, we will be distributing a 
questionnaire to seek everyone’s views. We 
had a massive response the last time we did 
this as part of Chapcap 1 and hope for the 
same again. 

You can contact Adam on 832437 or email 
him at plan@chapmanslade.org,uk for 
offers of help or with further ideas about 
how we can improve our village.

Planning applications

16/10941/FUL 37 Clearwood View, 
single storey rear extension
We considered this application and saw no 
grounds for objecting to it.

16/08350/FUL Sienna’s Valley, 
Huntenhull Lane. Temporary rural 
workers dwelling and alterations to 
access (Resubmission of 14/09500/FUL 
and subsequent appeal)
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We learned at the end of last month 
that Wiltshire Council has turned down 
this application, stating that it was using 
its powers under the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 to decline the application 
and “as such it is regarded as withdrawn”. 

Planning authorities have the power to 
decline applications which are similar 
to those made within the previous two 
years and which have been turned down 
at appeal. Application 14/09500/FUL 
was dismissed at appeal on 6th April and 
the applicant was given twelve months 
to remove the temporary building and to 
restore the land to its original profile. The 
planning authority reached the conclusion, 
which was in accordance with the parish 
council’s view, that there has been no 
significant change in the development plan 
nor has there been any significant change in 
any other material considerations since the 
similar application was dismissed on appeal. 

Broadband speeds

As I mentioned last month, most of us in 
Chapmanslade benefit from acceptable 
broadband speeds but this is not the case 
in outlying areas of the parish, Huntenhull 
Lane, Mill Lane and Short Street, for 
example. We discussed this issue at our 
meeting and agreed that we should start 
discussions with BT to see if there is a 
solution. We are aware of the initiative 
taken in Corsley, which has a much more 
scattered population than us and we agreed 
to contact their parish council, and also 
Dilton Marsh parish council, to see if there is 
anything we can learn from their experience. 
We’ll keep you in touch with developments.

Telephone box 

BT have indicated that they wish to remove 
the telephone box from the village. 
Apparently it has only been used five times 
in the past year. A village resident has urged 

that it should be retained and has asked for 
our support. She regards the box as being 
part of our village heritage. On the other 
hand, some residents regard it as a traffic 
hazard. Others say it is a useful direction 
finder when giving instructions to visitors on 
how to find their homes.

Three or four years ago we were asked by 
BT if we would like to buy the box – for £1 
(a bargain, but there were strings attached) 
but, at the time, we didn’t feel we were in a 
position to do this. This time we decided to 
inform BT and Wiltshire Council, who make 
the final decision, that the box, and the 
telephone, should be retained for use in the 
case of possible emergencies, particularly 
bearing in mind the patchy mobile signal 
in the village. The phone box has special 
sentimental value for Adam, incidentally, as 
the phone was used by his father to contact 
the midwife when he was about to enter the 
world. Maybe we should be erecting a blue 
plaque there to commemorate this important 
event?

Precept 2017/2018

Our precept (the total amount we collect 
from you in Council Tax) for 2016/2017 
is £5,000. Most of our spending is on 
supporting the village hall. Parish councils 
are under increasing pressure from district 
and county councils to take on responsibility 
for providing services which previously have 
been provided by them but which they can 
no longer afford. For example, the parish 
council would now have to pay 25% of the 
cost of repainting the white lines on our 
village roads. Also, we now have to fund any 
elections for casual vacancies on the parish 
council. And we no longer benefit from any 
grant aid from central government.

The amount the parish council keeps in 
reserves would cater for any emergencies 
in the coming months but we reached the 
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decision to increase the precept by £150 
to £5,150 for 2017/2018. This means that 
each household will pay not much more 
than £1 per month: we hope that residents 
will recognise this as good value. 

Remembrance Day

We held our annual Remembrance 
Service at the church on 13th November. 
Afterwards, together with the village’s 
Brownies and Guides, we assembled by the 
war memorial to remember the 17 village 
residents who sacrificed their lives in the 
service of the country in World War I and the 
two who died in World War II. Robert Irving, 
one of our village residents and a former 
naval captain, read out our Roll of Honour, 
which was followed by two minutes’ silence.

And finally… part 1 

Community Facebook Group 
launched

A Chapmanslade Community Facebook 
Group has been started with the aim of 
improving communication between as 
many people as possible in the village. 
Charlene Ridler, who is a member of the 
Chapmanslade Community Plan steering 
group, started the Facebook group in 
response to ideas put forward during recent 
‘Voice of the Village’ meetings. Charlene 
says, “It’s a great way to ‘chat’ with group 
members and find out about what’s going 
on in the village.”

Also, says Charlene, “Because it’s a closed 
community group, only people accepted 
by the group administrator can see our 
message posts. We’ve already got 49 
members signed-up and it’s becoming a 
very active group with lots of posts. One of 
the things we are using the Facebook group 
for is to get as many ideas as possible for 

making Chapmanslade a better place to live 
- for everyone in the village.”

So why not apply to join NOW? Just sign-
in to your own Facebook page (or start a 
Facebook page if you don’t already have 
one), search for ‘Chapmanslade Community 
Group’ and apply.

And finally… part 2 

Do watch out for the carol singers from the 
church who will be in the High Street on the 
evening of Monday 19th collecting for The 
Children’s Society and also for the Frome 
Rotary Father Christmas float which will be 
touring the village on Tuesday 20th. 

Our next scheduled parish council meeting 
is due to be held in the village hall at 7.30 
pm on Thursday 12th January. If any new 
planning applications need to be considered 
we will meet on 15th December. We will 
be welcoming David Reeves, Chairman 
of the Avenue Surgery Patient Group in 
Warminster, to our January meeting, who 
will give a short presentation on the work 
of the surgery and the role of the Patient 
Group. His talk should also be of interest 
to residents who are members of other 
surgeries in the area. 

We also hope to be joined by some of the 
young people from our village who will give 
us their views on how they would like to 
see Chapmanslade become an even better 
place to live. Do come along to the meeting 
if you can, to speak or maybe just to listen. 

Season’s greetings to all of you from all of 
us on the parish council.

Phil Jefferson
832845

phil.jefferson@virgin.net 

www.chapmanslade.org.uk





Piano Lessons
All standards welcome

Debbie Rickhuss
Teacher of Pianoforte and Theory

Contact 01373 832829
07747 499990

rickhuss@tiscali.co.uk ♫♪♩
♬

Cost-effective, no-nonsense, efficient 
accounting, bookkeeping, VAT, 
payroll and CIS solutions for sole 
traders and Limited Companies.

Self-assessment and taxation services 
also available.

u	Fixed fees agreed in advance
u	Free initial consultation
u	Westbury office with free parking

Contact Jackie Welch
01373 822363 or 07790 325321

jackie@jmwaccounting.co.uk
www.jmwaccounting.co.uk

Hardwood logs  
for sale

(cut to size if required)

FREE DELIVERY

R M Log Supplies
Beckington

Call Robin on 
07876 621929

Steve Dayman-Johns
Driving Instructor

Condensed Courses and 
Gift Vouchers available

Tel 01373 865422 - Mob 07730 445648
email stevekdj@gmail.com

Dashing Dusters

01373 832484 (evenings)

•	Cleaning	and	ironing	to	a	
high	standard

•	General	domestic	assistance
•	Commercial	cleaning
•	Reliable
•	Reasonable	rates
•	References	available

M W Garden Services
20+ years experience

A tailor made service for all 
types of garden maintenance

Insured and CBI’s checked

mark22.weaver@mypostoffice.co.uk
Telephone 01373 832854

Mobile 07921 818452
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Whitbourne Chapel

Good news!

There isn’t much good news in our 
newspapers today, is there? We read every 
day of our Government trying to work out 
how they deliver Brexit, or the continued 
unrest in the Middle East or the Presidential 
election in the United States. These things 
concern us. We feel so helpless, there’s 
nothing we can do to change them. We 
often ask, why is there no good news?

As we approach this Christmas Season 
I’m reminded of the word spoken by the 
Angels who appeared to the Shepherds: “I 
bring you good news, today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2 v10 & 11 New 
International Version).

Why is it Good News? Because Jesus, 
the Son of God, came into the world for 
a purpose. He came to save us; to offer 
us hope. Why? Well, the Bible reminds us 
we’ve all turned our back on God who 
made us. As Christians, though, we believe 
there is a way back, because the One who 
was the babe of the manger became the 
man of the Cross. He came to do what we 
could not do for ourselves – dying for us so 
we might live.

That’s the Good News of Christmas. God 
entered the world in all its darkness to 
restore us back to Him, to give us a lasting 

Hope and Peace as we are restored by 
putting our faith in Him alone. Among all 
the celebrations, the presents, the family 
gatherings, spend a few moments thinking 
about the true meaning of Christmas – 
maybe come and join us on Christmas 
Morning (or indeed any Sunday Morning) 
and learn more about this Good News.

(Visiting Preacher, Mr Chris Andrews)

Christmas services

Sunday December 18th
11am 	 Mr Adrian West 
5pm 	 Candlelit Carol Service

Christmas morning
10.30-11.15	 Mr Richard Wilson

Come and join us for any of these Services!

The Stable

My sister has a stable
And in it there’s a horse;
Sometimes fleas and sometimes flies,
But always rats, of course.
What about at Bethlehem ?
The Bible doesn’t say.
Were conditions more hygienic
Where the baby Jesus lay ?

RH

Gill Redman 
01985 215062

paradiselost@btinternet.com

We wish a Happy Christmas to all our readers!

Regular times
Services every Sunday morning at 11.00 for about an hour (coffee served at 10.45)

Chapel Prayer meeting every Sunday morning from 10.20 - 10.40
Communion on the first Sunday of each month at 12 noon for 15 minutes



WESTERN SKIP HIRE
Telephone 01373 865247
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL

E G Martin Ltd
Heating Oil distributors
Telephone 01373 822784
Victory Road, West Wiltshire Trading Estate
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 4JL
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Darling Interiors
Made-to-measure curtains and blinds  .  bedspreads 

curtain tracks and poles  .  fi tting  .  competitive pricing
Chosen in the comfort of your own home

Choosing new furnishing has never been simpler. We have an extensive range of exquisite 
fabrics from leading designers and suppliers to choose from. For the fi nishing touch, we can 

provide beautifully crafted tracks and poles to fi t all sizes of bay and straight windows
Call today to book your FREE no-obligation consultation

t: 01373 672359  e: info@darling-interiors.co.uk  w: www.darling-interiors.co.uk

TOENAIL CUTTING
REFLEXOLOGY

IN YOUR OWN HOME

ALICE LEWIS
Telephone 01373 229335

www.stdavidswhitsand.co.uk

Holiday Let
Sleeps up to 8
01373 464870

ST DAVIDS
WHITSAND BAY CORNWALL

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR GARDEN?

Hedge cutting   •   Lawn mowing  
Strimming   •   General gardening

Call Rob Clements
Tel 01373 832683 Mob 07586 337118

Wren House
Residence for the retired and elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home, 
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings. Having just thirteen rooms, each with a 

private bathroom, we are able to o� er the ambience of a family home, together with caring sta�  and 
the facilities to enable our residents to enjoy their later years with dignity.

Wren House serves fresh, locally-sourced, home-cooked food. Residents enjoy a varied activity 
programme which includes a gardening club and our own choir.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds 
Wren House Ltd, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster, BA12 8JF

Telephone 01985 212578
wrenhousewarminster@hotmail.com                              www.wrenhousewarminster.co.uk

Paul Ledbury
Quality Painting and Decorating

30 years experience

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

5 Hampshire Gardens
Westbury, Wiltshire

BA13 3EX

Telephone 01373 858163
Mobile 07976 242045



Buttons by Bethan
I make beautiful, personalised, 

handmade gifts for all occasions
t. 01373 832128   m. 07968 363271

e. buttonsbybethan@hotmail.com
Etsy Shop. www.buttonsbybethan.etsy.com

www.facebook.com/buttonsbybethan

anatomy clinic
chiropody, holistics, 

massage, beauty, 
physiotherapy

28 East Street
Warminster

BA12 9BN

t. 01985 219122

e. info@anatomyclinic.co.uk

w. anatomyclinic.co.uk
Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Like us on Facebook

Allsorts of Fencing
Peter Allsop

allsortsoffencing.co.uk
All types of domestic and agricultural 

fencing supplied and erected

Allsorts-of-fencing@hotmail.co.uk
01373 832339
07710 180551

Also:
• Decking and patios
• Sheds, pergolas and archways
• Topping of fi elds and paddocks

Lyn and Fraser Mills 
01373 832858 or 07878 954563

Black Dog Farm, Chapmanslade, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4AE

www.blackdogfarm.co.uk

Black Dog Farm
Bed & Breakfast
You will fi nd a friendly welcome and a 
hearty breakfast in our listed Georgian 
Farmhouse. The quality en-suite bedrooms 
contain everything you need to ensure a 
comfortable stay.

KB Landscape
30 years in landscaping

Phone

01373 832371
Mobile

07951 297173

Landscaping
Patios and paths

Turfi ng and seeding
Brick and stone walling

Decking and pergolas
Block paving

Gravel drives
Pond work

Fencing
Kevin Brixey - for quality and experience
5 Red Cottages   Corsley   Warminster   Wiltshire   BA12 7PS
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It seems unbelievable that autumn in all its 
beauty went on well into November! The 
warmer temperatures allowed the grass to 
keep growing and the low rainfall meant we 
could let the cattle graze outside much later 
in the year than normal.

Calf-rearing in the farm buildings gives 
us headaches as the higher temperatures 
can encourage infections and pneumonia 
in the young calves. As soon as the calves 
understand how to drink from a mobile 
milk feeder they are taken out to the more 
sheltered fields and will be fed twice a 
day. They will stay out in enjoying a much 
healthier environment until the really cold 
weather hits in, when they will come in to the 
stone barns with nice dry straw bedding and 
ad lib food and drink until the spring.

Sadly, tuberculosis (TB) in our local herds 
is still rife; this year, over 70 cows from our 
farm alone have been sent for slaughter.

Due to many more dairy farmers leaving the 
industry and the reduction of cow numbers 
because of TB, there has been a shortage of 
fresh milk getting to the supermarket.

During December, our local market at 
Standerwick will host the traditional Frome 
Fatstock Show and market where the best 
cattle will be judged and sold to butchers for 
that special Christmas meal in homes and 
restaurants.

A large fresh poultry market is also held 
with every conceivable type of fowl of all 
sizes just plucked or oven-ready, it really is 
well worth a visit even if you have already 
ordered from your local farm or butcher.

The farm’s hedges are cut back during the 
winter months so they thicken out in the 
spring ready for nesting birds and to provide 
cover for small mammals. The road hedges 
should also be cut back by landowners for 
road safety.

Take a tip from wildlife and plan ahead for 
the winter months: make sure you have food 
in store ready for a cold snap, wood/coal 
and torches for possible electricity cuts. Keep 
extra woollies and blankets close at hand 
and do remember to check on neighbours 
who may be unable to get out for the 
necessary things such as food and medicines

We who live in this lovely countryside have a 
responsibility for both our fellow countrymen 
(neighbours) and all living animals around 
us.

Have a happy and healthy Christmas

Judith Helliar

It’s the end of the year already!

out and about

A view from over the hedge... 

Countryside Matters
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Corsley  
Tennis Club News
On Friday 18th November the Tennis Club 
held their Annual Dinner and Trophy 
Presentation Evening at the Royal Oak. 
The Chairman, Diana Hale, introduced 
the evening and summarised the varied 
events of the very successful year, the 
tournaments, the league team’s success, 
the August Corsley Show fundraising stall 
and the Club’s celebration in September 
of 60 enjoyable years on the Memorial 
Playing Field and in the Chippenham League.

Charlotte Beswick, a founding member in 
1956, and our President kindly presented 
the trophies:
Ladies’ Singles� Jenny Bishop
Men’s Singles� Jon Dilena
Ladies’ Doubles� Margot Judd and  
� Marlene Latchem 
Men’s Doubles� Andy Howson and  
� Simon Bruce
Mixed Doubles� Sue Kerfoot and  
� Jenny Bishop
The Junior Cup� Emma Kozlowski

Club members enjoyed  
an excellent dinner followed  
by a quiz. Thanks go to Brenda Levitt 
for organising the evening, to the Royal 
Oak for the excellent food and service, 
to Andrew Hillier for the devilish quiz, to 
Barbara Hughes for supervising the raffle 
with a vast array of prizes kindly donated 
by those attending and to Sonia Glenn for 
ensuring all the cups were recovered from 
last year’s winners and lined up in sparkly 
fashion. 

Our hardy members are still playing 
throughout the winter whenever it’s 
feasible – wrapped up in several fleeces, 
gloves, scarves and hats – though the 
real challenge occurs on windy days! We 
welcome new members at any time of the 
year. Club sessions during the winter are 
on Tuesdays and Sundays from 10 am. 

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas 
and hope to see you on court sometime.

Syrian Crisis
Horningsham residents, Caroline and 
Neil Dykes, are currently volunteering in 
Greece. They have been there since mid 
October and will return in January. They 
are in Greece as independent volunteers 
and work directly with the Syrian refugees 
at Oraiokastro Camp. The camp is a large, 
unheated, isolated factory building that has 
been filled with tents. There is no heating, 
hot water, kitchen facilities or dignity. The 
residents’ basic needs are met by the 

Greek Army; a handful of mainly ineffective 
NGOs make promises every week but little 
happens. We asked the residents what help 
they needed, their reply was to feel human 
again, so three times a week we take them 
to the city parks for a day out with lunch. 
The kids play, the parents relax and everyone 
feels like they can breathe. Caroline and 
Neil are entirely self-funded; if you’d like to 
follow their work or donate to a day out for 
a Syrian family, please see their Facebook 
page – Syrian Family Fun.
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We continue to make small changes 
and improvements to the Reading Room 
including the installation of additional 
noticeboards.

Having used the dishwasher a few times for 
events, we decided it makes life easier if we 
have additional trays/drip trays and these 
have now been purchased.

The Corsley Cinema (Moviola) evenings 
continue to be well supported and tickets are 
already selling well (at the time of writing) 
for the December showing of Absolutely 
Fabulous: The Movie. We’re expecting a 
sell-out event, so don’t rely on buying on 
the door! Get your tickets now from Acres 
Supply for what is promised to also be a 
suitably festive and fun occasion; ‘Bolly’ is 
not promised!

Our new sign went up in mid-November 
on the main road side of the hall and we 
hope this will bring additional interest and 
bookings.

Jill Westgate has joined the committee with 
an initial focus on the marketing/promotion 
of the hall and its use. More information 
on this will be in the January edition of 
The Bridge when we will be asking you for 
your views on what you would like to see 
happening in the Reading Room.

It has been suggested that a handrail be 
installed along the fence by the back door 
down to the carpark to reduce the risk 

of tripping/ falling/slipping and we are 
investigating options.

Users’ views or comments about the Reading 
Room are always welcome so please do 
let one of us know by contacting myself or 
Jenny Rutty (Secretary) or any of the other 
committee members.

The Christmas Bazaar on November 19th 
was a sell out and a fair number of local 
people came and purchased from the 
interesting array of stalls providing great 
variety. Mulled wine was available, in 
addition to tea or coffee, along with possibly 
the first mince pies of the 2016 festive 
season.

A full list of the committee 2016/17 will be 
in the January edition of The Bridge. Visit 
www.corsleyreadingroom.org.uk for more 
information, bookings, contact details, etc. 

Hugh Deed 
Chairman of Management Committee

Chairman of the Management Committee, Hugh Deed, 
reports on further improvements to the Reading Room

community news

Corsley Reading Room

Your ‘village hall’

For up-to-date information such as 
occasional parish council meetings, 
church services, previous editions of 

The Bridge, local clubs and activities, 
business listings, and other useful 

information, please visit 
www.corsleyandthebridge.co.uk

Want something added? Just email 
the Editor with your request!
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It has been wonderful to see so many 
of you supporting the pub since it re-
opened and enjoying the lovely food 
and welcoming atmosphere. Now the 
evenings are drawing in, there is still 
plenty to entice you to visit. 

We have a number of events and specials 
happening in the run-up to Christmas. There 
will be more news about the plans for next 
year on our website www.crosskeyscorsley.
co.uk and in The Bridge.

The Christmas decorations will be going 
up in the first weekend of December and 
mince pies will be available on the bar to 
start the celebrations.

A Christmas Quiz is being held at the 
Cross Keys on Thursday 8th December 
7.30pm, teams of 4, tickets are £6 per 
person including a light supper. Please 
contact Shelley on 01373 832406 for more 
details and to book a table.

The Christmas menu is now available 
for bookings between the 5th and 23rd 
December; see page 14 of this edition 
of The Bridge. Be sure to book to avoid 
disappointment! We are building a 
reputation for excellent food and this menu 
has something to appeal to everyone. It’s 
a great venue to meet up with family and 

friends this festive season. A children’s menu 
is also available. 

The Cross Keys is a fantastic start or end 
point for a walk or cycle ride to enjoy our 
beautiful countryside. Maps of local walks 
are available in the pub to guide you. Dogs 
and wellies are welcome in the bar. 

Finally we have decided that during the 
winter period when times are tending to be 
very quiet, the Cross Keys will not open on 
Tuesdays and will close at 5 pm on Sundays 
with food finishing at 4 pm. 

New Year’s Eve 
We have a very special evening in store for 
all who join us and ‘Come Aboard The 
Titanic’. Look for the Christmas menu and 
learn more!

We hope you will come and see us in the 
near future and help us to support our 
community Free House. We look forward to 
seeing you all.

Answers to Bob’s Bafflers
1	 Cribbage 
2	 Guinness Book of Records 
3	 Six 
4	 Dalmatian 
5	 Marsala is a dry or sweet wine 

produced in the region surrounding 
the Italian city of Marsala in Sicily 

6	 A small antelope that lives in the 
bushlands of eastern and southern 
Africa 

7	 1812 
8	 Cut-Tthroat Jake 
9	 Arkansas 
10	 A tablet upon which is inscribed the 

date of the American Declaration of 
Independence 

11	 Very Special Old Pale 
12	 The Morse Code

Cross Keys News
Corsley’s very own community-owned pub



FOR SALE
Bremshey Cardio Control E Upright Exercise 
Bike – 18 training programmes, colour LCD 
monitor with background light displaying 
speed, distance, time, calories burnt and 
a pulse measurement via the handle grips. 
Cost £300, hardly used, would like £150 	
� 01373 832444

FOR SALE
Child’s Car Seat – grey, rarely used so 
looks new. Suit 4-11 years (approx) – £15	
� 01373 832520 or 07885 603873

WANTED
30 year-old Italian guy looking for casual 
jobs: dog walking, drumming lessons, 
conversational Italian lessons, gardening 
chores, IT jobs.� Francesco 07470 692048

Small ads
£1 for EACH item for sale or wanted (cash only please) - at one of the two drop-off locations)

Please note: no cash, no advert!

Local organisation adverts
£2.00 per month for a small boxed advert or £7.50 for a full page. Full page adverts are 
allocated depending on space available and cannot be guaranteed. All monies must be at 
one of the two drop-off locations (Barters Plant Centre or Acres Supply Garden Centre) by 

4pm on the 19th of the month. Please note: no cash, no advert!

Trade advertising
Annual trade advertisements (12 issues, when space is available

	 1 space	 (69mm wide x 33mm high)	 £22.00
	 2 spaces 	 (69mm wide x 66mm high)	 £42.00
	 3 spaces 	 (quarter page - 69mm wide x 100mm high) 	 £60.00
	 4 spaces 	 (138mm wide x 66mm high)	 £75.00
	 6 spaces 	 (half page - 138mm wide x 100mm high)	 £104.00

Trade advertisement material should be supplied in print-ready format, to the chosen  
standard size and correct shape.

For trade advertising enquiries, please contact David James (Trade advert coordinator/
Treasurer) at either thebridge832@gmail.com or 01373 832443.

PROPERTY WANTED
I am looking for a three-bedroom (or two 
with study) property in Chapmanslade. 
If you are considering a move, please 
contact me (you may even save ££s on 
agent’s fees!) 
� Tracey Horne 
� 01373 302606 or 07855 506139 
� traceyjhorne72@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE
Cold and wet outside? Stay at home and 
walk off the miles on my full-size Reebok 
Cross Trainer – adjustable magnetic brake, 
LCD display, pulse monitor, speed, distance, 
etc., – £50 

or, shake a leg on my full-size stand-on 
Medifit vibrating platform – LED display, 
time and calories burnt, variable intensity – 
£40
� 01373 832231



Historic country house setting    
Excellent working environment  .  Ample parking

Call 01373 832120

Offices to let in Corsley




